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Reopening Our Schools
Dear Families,

Your Abbotsford School District has been working hard to plan for the start of school in the fall.  You will notice that our 
plans are modified as new information becomes available almost daily.  Our number one priority continues to be the 
health and safety of students and staff while providing the academic environment preferred during this ongoing 
pandemic.

Recently, we conducted a survey of parents/guardians to ascertain what their preference were for reopening.  The results 
indicated that approximately 13% of our families wish their students to remain at home and continue learning in a virtual 
environment, while approximately 87% desire their students to return to school in some type of blended (virtual and face-
to-face) environment.  Armed with this information, we set out to meet the needs of our families and students to the best 
of our abilities.

This remains a work in progress, but we appreciate your continued partnership as we prepare to reopen in the fall.

Sincerely,

Sherry Baker
District Administrator
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Reopening Our
Schools

We are preparing for two 

learning environments 

for the fall.  It has been 

our goal to provide for 

the differing requests of 

our students and their 

families.

Blended Learning
Students in a blended learning environment 
will attend classes face-to-face Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday and virtually 
on Wednesdays.  All students will have 
technology available to them when in either 
environment.  

All Virtual Learning
Students in this learning environment will 
be responsible to connect to the learning 
platform as provided to them.  In this 
environment, parents are committing to 
supporting their students and maintaining 
communication with the virtual environment 
staff.



Monday/Tuesday/Thursday/Friday:
All students placed in this 
environment attend in person on these 
designated days.

Wednesday:
● All students learn virtually
● Facilities are deep cleaned and 

sanitized
● Virtual teacher planning and 

prep; Professional Learning 
Communities for staff

All students in this environment will come to school 
on these designated days.  Wednesdays have been 
strategically set aside to deep clean and sanitize 
the buildings to keep the virus at bey.

On Wednesdays, students will work from home on 
projects, assignments, or other tasks as provided by 
teachers.  Additionally, our highly qualified support 
staff will make connections with students when 
needed to ensure adequate progress.  Wednesdays 
should not be construed as a 'day off' as all 
coursework is expected to be completed for 
Thursday's return to face-to-face instruction.

Blended Learning
Our goal for all students desiring to be in this environment is to come to school 
on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.  The district, to the best of our 
ability,  will provide for appropriate social distancing.  Students with differentiated learning needs 
(i.e. EL and those requiring IEP supports) are encouraged to participate in this model.

Blended Learning:



Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday/
Thursday/Friday:
All students must attend their 
assigned classes virtually at the time 
they are scheduled.

All students in this environment will login to their 
classes on their scheduled days and times.  

This learning platform places significantly more 
accountability and responsibility on the students 
and their parents to maintain the continuity of 
learning over time.  This learning platform is not 
recommended for students who have difficulty 
focusing on assigned tasks in a virtual environment 
or who struggle with organization and self-pacing.

Virtual Learning
Parents/Guardians who prefer this learning platform are prepared to support their 
students to ensure their academic success.  

Virtual:



Attendance, Assessments, 
and Grading

Attendance
We plan to:
● Update enrollment and attendance policies as needed, however to start all attendance policies will 

remain per state statute
● Clearly communicate if policy changes occur with both families and students

Assessments
We will prioritize assessments that best help teachers:
● Reflect upon and inform instruction
● Provide feedback to students and families
● Engage students and families throughout the learning process

Grading
We will be returning to our traditional approach; letter grades for secondary students and standards-based 
grading for our elementary students.



Internet Access
It is extremely important that families without 
access to the internet communicate with their 
building principal.  The District will make every 
effort to support families who self-identify as 
needing connectivity.

Technology Support
Families will have access to direct technology 
support options:
● Your technology director and library media 

specialist
● Families are encouraged to call their 

student's building principal for support 
when needed.

Technology

We will continue to use technology to support 
students and their learning.  Connectivity is extremely 
important if a student is learning solely on a virtual 
platform.

For this reason, the School District is providing 
students:

Chromebooks/iPads
Each student in grades 6-12 will have access to a 
district-issued Chromebook for instructional 
purposes.  Elementary grades will be provided a 
device appropriate to their skill level and abilities.



School Operations

Non-Negotiables Include:

● Stay home if you are sick (temp over 100 degrees; cough; sniffles; etc.)
● Practice good hand hygiene (wash your hands often; keep your hands away 

from your face)
● If practicable, it is recommended to wear a face covering anytime you are within 

six feet with someone or when outside of your own classroom
● Practice Social Distancing (6' is recommended)
● Cover your coughs and sneezes by using the inside of your elbow
● Be aware of and monitor your symptoms (self report if you have been in close 

proximity with anyone who has tested positive for COVID-19



School Operations (continued)

Day-to-Day Practices:

● Outside visitors will NOT be allowed into the school unless on specific business.
● ALL visitors, students, and staff will be temperature and wellness checked before entering any 

door into the building
● Class-to-class interaction will be limited (including specials)
● We will follow public health guidelines to the best of our ability
● Staff may be reassigned to cover daily operational needs; priority will be given to meeting 

student learning and safety needs
● Every effort will be made to limit exposure to high-risk staff and students
● Limited opportunities for field trips and/or gatherings will be provided for students during the 

pandemic
● Frequent and timely communication will be conducted to support the health of students and 

staff while protecting confidentiality



School Operations (continued)

Physical Spaces:

● Visible markers on the floors and cafeteria tables are meant to remind students and staff of social 
distancing

● Signage is placed all around the district's buildings to remind student and staff of good hygiene, social 
distancing, symptoms, and the benefits of wearing face coverings

● Drinking water is available only via water filling stations; students and staff should bring their own 
water bottles and refill as needed

● Outside air circulation will be increased throughout the building
● Students should not seek access to other students or staff member's supplies.  Therefore, students 

and parents are asked to provide their students with their own individual supplies.
● Everyone is strongly urged to avoid touching doors, handles, walls, railings, or any other physical 

spaces to prevent the spread
● Finally, anyone experiencing symptoms should self-report and request a safe place to isolate to 

prevent the potential spread of the virus



● Enforce frequent hand-washing and proper 
use of hand sanitizer

● Practice strict cleaning protocols in the 
district's kitchen and cafeterias

● Restrict access to vending machines so as to 
not increase the opportunity for virus spread

● Provide for non-contact meal payments

Food Service Delivery

We plan to:

● Ensure that all students have access to healthy 
meals at school

● Ensure that vendors meet current CDC guidelines

● Use alternative spaces and staggered mealtimes 
to ensure appropriate social distancing while still 
providing for socialization

● Ensure that food servers and supervising staff 
wear proper Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)



We plan to:
Follow Public Health Guidelines and School 
District of Abbotsford Safety Protocols

Communicate Frequently
● Ongoing communication with families 

throughout the fall will occur via 
newsletters, email, Sky Alerts, Social Media, 
Website, phone calls, etc.

● Weekly check-ins with principals to ensure 
consistency with school day operations

Provide Access to Resources when Needed

After School Programming

Elementary - only students in attendance may 
attend After School programming; there will be no 
After School programming on Wednesdays

Secondary Level Athletics - the School District of 
Abbotsford will be following all protocols as 
provided by WIAA guidelines.  Currently, the "RISK" 
level of Abbotsford is HIGH, therefore no 
competitions may take place.  Only students 
participating in the Blended learning environment 
may participate in after school activities.  It stands 
to reason that students participating in virtual 
environments would not participate in face-to-face 
environments for the same reasons.

After School Programming



attention to high-touch areas.

Special attention to our most vulnerable students -
IEP driven accommodations will be provided as we 
work together to find practicable solutions for all 
families

Encourage self-transport - Any family planning to 
use alternate transportation to school should 
communicate this with Burnett Transit

Flexibility for drop-off/pick-up zones - Due to 
COVID-19, bus and family drop-off and pick-up 
zones may be modified.

Transportation to and from School

We plan to:
Assign seats on each of our buses to:
● socially distance members of one family from 

another;
● when possible, assign one student per seat;
● stagger seating when practicable

Follow Public Health face-covering guidelines while 
riding the bus
● no student will be allowed to board the bus 

without a face covering (per Burnett Transit rules)

Disinfect buses from one day to the next - Buses will 
be disinfected at the end of each route with special 



Parents:
Your ongoing support of your 
community's schools is paramount 
in your student's success.

What does this mean?
● Whether in the 'totally' virtual 

environment or in the blended 
environment, parents/guardians 
must play an active role in 
supporting their student(s) 
success.

● If in the blended learning environment 
parents/guardians are responsible to ensure 
they are NOT sending their student(s) to 
school with any of the well-documented 
COVID-19 symptoms.  Keep your student(s) 
home.

● Regardless of the learning environment 
selected for the first quarter of 2020, speak 
with your student(s) often about their 
coursework and how things are going.  Be 
present for your student(s); support your 
student's teacher(s); communicate with your 
school when you need help; and pay close 
attention to any communication sent out by 
the district, school or teacher.

SUMMARY:  District Expectations
Our goal is that ALL students succeed in whatever environment is chosen for them by their families.  
However, the administration, staff, and aides cannot do this alone.  We will REQUIRE your help!

District Expectations:



Students:
Take responsibility for your learning 
regardless of the learning 
environment selected for you.

What does this mean?
● If in the 'totally' virtual environment 

or the blended environment, 
students must remain engaged 
with their peers and their teachers 
as requested.  

● Students are reminded that attendance is required, 
whether in the blended or virtual environments, learning 
is not a spectator sport.  Be present.

● All students will once again be graded as has been 
traditionally done in the past.  Taking any period of time 
'off' will have a negative impact on your academics.  
Your teachers will be working hard to keep you engaged 
in a very difficult period in time, please be the very best 
version of yourself.

● Finally, there will be bumps in the district's delivery of 
instruction as there will be in each student's learning.  
Keep the lines of communication open with your 
teacher.

SUMMARY:  District Expectations
Our goal is that ALL students succeed in whatever environment is chosen for them by 
their families.  However, the administration, staff, and aides cannot do this alone.  
We will REQUIRE your help!

District Expectations:



Final Words

It is extremely important to understand that there is no such thing as a perfect plan (as documented by how 
many times this plan has changed), nor are there perfect results; however, it is reasonable to expect that 
EVERYONE from parents, administrators, classroom teachers, instructional aides, and ultimately the students 
will put his/her best foot forward to ensure the success of all involved.

We can ONLY do this together! We must agree to work together, communicate frequently, remain open to 
suggestions or recommendations, and adapt with flexibility and grace when circumstances require adaptation. 

Please contact your student's building principal if you have questions or concerns.  It is likely that your 
questions and/or concerns resonate with others.  The District will maintain on its website a tab for Return to 
School Q & As. Please refer to this resource before calling the school as an answer to your question or concern 
may already exist.  Be well everyone!

Sherry Baker
District Administrator


